
Preferred Family Healthcare honored at  
White House reception. 

 
 
Preferred Family Healthcare was honored on Thursday February 7th, as being one of the organizations 
attending a small reception in the East room of the White House with President  Bush and First Lady 
Laura Bush, recognizing exemplary helping agencies from across the nation that embrace the mission of 
First Lady Laura Bush’s “Helping America’s Youth” initiative. 
 
“I appreciate very much, those of you who are committed to helping our country by saving souls, and by 
giving people hope” remarked President Bush in his opening comments. 
 
During the ceremony, first lady Laura Bush spoke about the strides that youth serving organizations have 
made against substance abuse and gang activity nationwide. 
 
Michael Schwend, President and CEO of Preferred Family Healthcare commented “We are honored to be 
invited and recognized today by the President and First Lady.  Helping all youth we serve reach their full 
potential is paramount to Preferred Family Healthcare’s mission statement” 
 
Preferred Family Healthcare, Inc. has been serving the needs of Missouri citizens since 1979, as a not-for 
profit agency providing quality mental health and substance abuse treatment services. “We have grown 
and developed methodically and consistent with our mission”, said Schwend. 
 
Mr. Schwend, along with Kasey Harlin (ARTC Project Coordinator – Achieving Recovery through 
Creativity), and Jim Wallis, Vice President of Eastern Adolescent Services were honored to be 
ambassadors and represent the over 500 staff currently employed with Preferred Family Healthcare. 
 
Currently Preferred Family Healthcare, Inc. provides mental health and substance abuse treatment 
services to both youth and adults throughout the State of Missouri as well as in San Antonio Texas. 
Preferred Family Healthcare strives to provide a full continuum of care to our consumers. 


